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Dwyer-Lindgren, Kendrick, O Kelly et al., Lancet, 2022




Figure 2

People of Color Fare Worse than their White Counterparts
Across Many Measures of Health Status

Number of health status measures for which group fared better, the same, or worse compared to White
counterparts:
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Note: Measures are for 2018 or the most recent year for which data are available. “Better” or “Worse” indicates a statistically significant difference
from Whites at the p<0.05 level. No difference indicates no statistically significant difference. “Data limitation” indicates data are no separate data for I(FF

araciallethnic group, insufficient data for a reliable estimate, or comparisons not possible due to overlapping samples. Persons of Hispanic origin may
be of any race but are categorized as Hispanic for this analysis, other groups are non-Hispanic

Higher incidence of dementia in AA & AI/AN
30 Even in VA where there

is equal access to care

among older Hispanic, Black, &
Asian patients

Kornblith, Bahorik, Boscardin, et al., JAMA, 2022
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Mayeda, Glymour, Quesenberry, Whitmer, Alz Dementia, 2016




Prevalence of AD/MCI
higher in African
Americans & Hispanic
Americans than in
White Americans

in the Chicago Health
and Aging Project

Rajan, Weuve, Barnes et al., Alz Dementia, 2021

All Participants

Clinical AD

Mild Cognitive Impairment

Prevalence, cases per 100 (95% CI) Prevalence, cases per 100 (95% CI)

Non-Hispanic White 10.0 (9.6, 10.4) 21.1(20.8,21.5)

Hispanic 14.0 (12.0,16.1) 25.9 (24.5,27.3)

African American 18.6 (18.0,19.1) 32.0(31.7,32.4)
Overall Prevalence 11.3(10.7,11.9) 22.7 (22.3,23.2)
65-74 Years

Non-Hispanic White 43 (4.1,4.6) 20.2 (19.9, 20.6)

Hispanic 7.0(5.8,8.3) 249 (23.5,26.3)

African American 10.1 (9.6, 10.6) 30.9 (30.6, 31.3)
Age-Specific Prevalence 5.3(49,5.7) 21.9(21.5,22.4)
75-84 Years

Non-Hispanic White 119 (11.3,12.4) 23.1(22.7,23.4)

Hispanic 18.7 (15.8,21.5) 28.2(26.7,29.7)

African American 25.2 (24.5,25.9) 34.7(34.3,35.1)
Age-Specific Prevalence 13.8(13.1, 14.5) 24.6 (24.2,25.1)
Over 85 Years

Non-Hispanic White 31.6 (30.7,32.5) 20.7 (20.3,21.0)

Hispanic 44.0 (39.3,48.7) 25.5(24.1,26.9)

African American 54.0 (53.0, 55.0) 31.6(31.2,32.1)
Age-Specific Prevalence 34.6 (33.3,35.8) 22.1(21.6, 22.5)

Inequities in health are created by larger

Inequities in society

Over twice as likely to live in
poverty

Experience less upward

economic mobility

Far less likely to own their
own homes

Have a family median wealth
($17,000) that is less than
1/10t that of White families
($171,000)

The Economic State of Black America in 2020; https:/lwww.jec.senate.gov/public/_cacheffiles/ccf4dbe2-810a-44f8-b3e7-
14f7e5143bableconomic-state-of-black-america-2020.pdf




Root cause of racial inequities

RACISM

RACISM

Bulk of empirical evidence for
brain health

NASEM: Communities in Action: Pathways to Health Equity,
2017; Concept from McLeroy et al., 1988

Interpersonal Level

Intrapersonal
Level

NASEM: Communities in Action: Pathways to Health Equity, 2017;
Conceptfrom McLeroy et al., 1988




HEALTH EQUITY
Health Equity Framework

Transphobia

Xenophobia

We are not trusted or considered

Source: Boston Public Health Commission
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Environmental Exposure

Access to Health Services

Public Safety

trustworthy by the people we aim to help

Percentage of U.S. Adults Who Believe Medical
Research Is Biased Against People of Color

Percentage of U.S. Adults Who Trust an Alzheimer’s
Cure Will Be Shared Equally Regardless of Race, Color
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Incomplete narratives from people deemed
invisible... Often very people most at risk

Asian 2.7%

Latin/Hispanic 5.6%

Native American 0.8%
Other 0.5%

White 79.3%

Birkenbihl, Salimi, Domingo-Fernandez, et al., Alz Dementia, 2020




